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An Interesting Fact

Evidence of Links Between Irag

and al-Qaeda
Is It your impression that the US has or
has not found clear evidencea in Irag tha
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The majority of people favor the US having
qone to war
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Feedback

A FACTbeliefs (not just opinions) of readers
depend on the news content they choose to
consume.

A e.q.: heavy consumers of news have unrealist
expectationsabout crime rates, usage of drugs
teen sex, gverestimated) and prevalence
of ethnic minorities, older people, lower social
classesuynderestimate).
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Cultivation Theory

A Cultivation theory. repeated exposure
to a message shapes expectations, beliefs.

C STUDMWBIAS IN NEWS CONTENT

A Social scientists study how news are
chosen, presented, narrated...
as biases in news content can
affect (as well as reflect) biasas society.



iviedlardatierns

News Content Analysis

A Study how news are chosen, presented,
narrated... and how this
affects (as well as reflects)
biases in society / public opinion.

At KA&a Aa R2yS aoeé KI yRE:
on small numbers of news outlets,

for short periods, for prespecified i
questions 6 A O2 RA Y 3 . I LILINR I OK £




News Coding

Appendix 1 Coding scheme: MDHH television broadcasts (translated fr
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1. Date:

2. Channel:

3. Title of the item:

4. Starting time (full four digits):
5. Ending time (full four digits):
6. Length (in minutes):

7. Genre:

8. Producer:

9. Is the item aired only/mostly on
Holocaust Memorial Day?

10. Does the item address the Holocaust?

1. News
2. Documentary
3. Drama

4. Comedy
5. Ceremony

6. Discussion panel
7. Artistic performance
8. Other

1. Israch
2. Non-lsraeh
3. Co-production

1. Yes
2. No—airs on other days :
3. Other

1. Yes
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aPatternsProject

Involved about 10 people

(+ extra social

Goals:
I to automate t
I to understand

scientists) over 5 years

ne analysis of news content,
the workings of the media system,

howscience can be automated
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I to enjoy creating a largscale infrastructure
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The Problem with Large Projects

Cannot cover all aspects
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Getting
the Data




TheNOAMiInfrastructure

A We developed a dedicated infrastructure for
NewsOutlet Analysisand Monitoring

A To gather and annotate data about:
I News outlets

I News items

I News stories

I Named entities
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The Data

A We gather about 60K
news items per day, from
> 1000 outlets , 4406ss
feeds, Iin 22 languages,
from 195 countries
(machine translated into
English If necessary)

A We have analysed ~55
million news items

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

DDDDDDD

o
LOEOELOE o

55800000 -
33700000 4
55600000 4
33500000 4
55400000 -
55300000 -
33200000

E0-E0-ZL0Z 9

SO-E0-ZL0Z

Articles

®
\
L]
\
@
\
@
\
2

\
@
\
o
\

GO-EO-ZL0Z

..'\I

201 2-03-08 4
12-03-09
012-03-10 4

=
o

Flaounas. I.. Ali. Q.. Turchi. M.. Snowsill. T.. Nicart. F.. Bie. T.D.. Cristianini.
Noam: News outlets analysis and monitoring system. In: Proceedings of the 2011
ACM SIGMOD international conference on Manacement of data. ACM (20111

T

A

(2]

=

(st

o

[

(3]
M.:

2012-03-12 4

2020313 4

20M2-03-14 4

20M2-03-159

20 20396 -



iviedlaratterns

Analysis of the Data

A We are interested in macroscopic patterns
found In the global newsystem contents.

A What kind of stories / people / topics make
news?

A What do editors want? What do readers
want?

A What patterns in style and narrative can be
found?

A Can we measure how people are affected?
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3. Any patterns in style?

Our Questions

1. What is In the news ?
1. What people ?

2. Which stories are
covered by whom?

2. What do readers want

And narrative?

4. Can we measure publi

mood?

mediapatterns.enm.bris.ac.uk
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Question 1: what Is In the news?

A There are stories about people.
But: which stories and which people make it?

A Short answer:
the same few stories and the same few people
200dzLle GKS Y2a aNBFft S

A A power law...

[skipping method: stories are clusters of articles; entities a
extracted, disambiguated, and their properties computed
based on large data sets]
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From Articles to Stories

Stories= Clusters of articles
. (bag of words similarity)

Few stories covered by many outlet&%
Many stories covered by few outlets * %%
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Frequency
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More In detall...

A Which kinds of people are present
In which kinds of stories?

A What determines which stories are coverec
and which ones are neglected
In a given outlet ? And In general ?
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