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Public Art at a 3-Way Crossroads

Between Theory and Practice
Between Public and Private
Between Art and Architecture



Critical Spatial Practice 

the critical
the spatial
the interdisciplinary



Edward Soja’s Spatial Trialectics

Space
Time
Social Being



Between Here and There







Between Now and Then





Between One and Another











Critical Spatial Practice Now





In both academic and arts-based contexts, the 
term interdisciplinarity is often used 
interchangeably with multidisciplinarity and 
collaboration, but I understand the terms to 
mean quite different things. 

In my view, multidisciplinarity implies that a 
number of disciplines are present but that each 
maintains its own distinct identity and way of 
doing things.

Whereas in interdisciplinarity individuals can work 
between disciplines and in so doing question the 
ways that they work. the



If interdisciplinarity is concerned with working 
between the gaps in order to question the edge 
of a discipline, transdisciplinarity is often 
described as a horizontal movement, concerned 
with moving across, transversally. Derived from 
the Latin preposition ‘trans’ meaning, ‘across, to 
or on the farther side of, beyond, over’, the term 
can be used to give the sense of ‘across, through, 
over, to or on the other side of, beyond, outside 
of, from one place, person, thing, or state to 
another’. 
. 



Transversality in the group is a dimension 
opposite and complementary to the structures 
that generate pyramidal hierarchisation and 
sterile ways of transmitting messages. 

Transversality is the unconscious source of action 
in the group, going beyond the objective laws on 
which it is based, carrying the group’s desire.

Félix Guattari, ‘Transversality’ [1964], in Félix Guattari, Molecular Revolution: 
Psychiatry and Politics, translated by Rosemary Sheed, (Harmondsworth: Penguin 
Books Ltd., 1984), pp. 11-23, p. 22.







The Reassertion of Space in 
Critical Social Theory



The Spatial Turn of the 1990s



Today’s Performative Turn?



The Reassertion of Time in 
Critical Spatial Practice



Ambient 

Ambulant

Direct

DIY

Instant

Insurgent...



How do you develop a city-wide strategy when you are 
fascinated by the detail of things? And how can you make 
something small-scale in the here and now if you are driven by 
the urge to formulate strategic proposals for the future? In a 
sense, this conundrum has always presented itself to the 
architect-planner … It is in this context that I want to start to 
look at some of the implications of muf’s work that could be 
considered a possible paradigm for the operations of the 
architecture-planner … muf’s work … develops the particular to 
the general and back to the particular... It is expressed in the 
formula d/s = DETAIL/STRATEGY. 

Katherine Shonfield, ‘Premature Gratification and Other Pleasures’, in muf, This is what we do: a muf manual
(London: Ellipsis, 2001), pp. 14-23, p. 14



Constructive Institutional 
Critique
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Longing for the 

Lightness of Spring















Moss Green





White Linen





Bittersweet
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