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This talk is about 
sampling the social 

web 



Background and Motivation 
Problem Definition 
Sampling Diffusion Data 
Evaluation of Diffusion Samples 
Experimental Study 
Conclusions 
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Modern Social Interactional Modes 

Facebook 

Slashdot 

Engadget 

Flickr 

LiveJournal Digg 

YouTube 
Blogger 

MetaFilter 
Reddit 

MySpace 
Orkut 

Twitter 



We are attracted to 
social media, in part due 
to large scale datasets 



Viral Marketing, Advertizing Campaigns 
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Crisis management w.r.t . real-time events 



Is there something more 
fundamental happening 
here than just scale? 


