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Contextualizing OER
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Some examples of OER in South Asia

India

Pakistan

Afghanistan 

http://ontheworldmap.com/asia/map-of-south-asia.html
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India (NROER)

National Repository of Open Educational Resources
http://nroer.gov.in/home/
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http://nroer.gov.in/home/


Pakistan 
(e.Learn. Punjab & Virtual University of Pakistan)

http://learn.punjab.gov.pk/index.html
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http://learn.punjab.gov.pk/index.html


Afghanistan 
(Darakht-e-Danesh Library)

https://www.darakhtdanesh.org/en/about/darakht-e-danesh-library
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https://www.darakhtdanesh.org/en/about/darakht-e-danesh-library


Impact

Image source: https://library.cit.ie/research/measuring-impact

•Access
•Cost
•Quality
•Equity
•Relevance
•Learner Attainment
•Skills Development
•Retention
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World Internet Usage

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm
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http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats.htm


Percentage of Internet Users in Asia

http://www.internetworldstats.com/stats3.htm#asia
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How Youth are using Internet

http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/facts/default.aspx
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http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/facts/default.aspx


Barriers to Produce and Use of OER in 9  Asian Countries

https://www.slideshare.net/citehku/cite-symposium-open-education-open-educational-resources-and-moocsopen-ed-oer-and-mooc
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https://www.slideshare.net/citehku/cite-symposium-open-education-open-educational-resources-and-moocsopen-ed-oer-and-mooc


Challenges: Uniform across region

https://www.slideshare.net/oeconsortium/a-study-on-awareness-of-oer-among-content-creators
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https://www.slideshare.net/oeconsortium/a-study-on-awareness-of-oer-among-content-creators


(2016) Open Educational Resources: 
Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience

 Interest in reducing the cost of curriculum development and improving the 

quality of teaching and learning were relatively dominant.

 Awareness of OER as well as its usefulness is still not as widespread.

 Actual benefits  of adopting OER realised until now, is somewhat modest.

 OER are created for all Subjects like hard sciences, engineering, humanities 

and liberal arts or adopted under various forms of licence.

Open Educational Resources: Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience (2016: WOU Press) by G. Dhanarajan (Edi.)

Hong Kong India Malaysia Pakistan Thailand
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(2016) Open Educational Resources: 
Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience

Academic staff using OER in their course development indicates a positive 

shift in attitudes. There was also a sense of being “liberated” from the 

restrictions that textbooks impose.

 The quality of the curriculum and the teaching and learning experience was 

not compromised because of the use of OER.

 A marginal improvement noted in the performance of students in 

examinations and improvement in retention rates of those studying especially in 

the open universities.

Open Educational Resources: Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience (2016: WOU Press) by G. Dhanarajan (Edi.)

Hong Kong India Malaysia Pakistan Thailand
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(2016) Open Educational Resources: 
Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience

There is a recognised need for higher levels of skills and competencies in 

those who work with OER.

 There is some, though modest, evidence of active collaboration amongst 

institutions or individuals.

 There was no evidence to support enhancement of access to higher 

education directly. 

Open Educational Resources: Vignettes of Selected Asian Experience (2016: WOU Press) by G. Dhanarajan (Edi.)

Hong Kong India Malaysia Pakistan Thailand
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Measures for Greatest Impact

Provide free online and low-cost in print

By Giulia Forsythe@bccampus #OERforum @opencontent
Why Open Education? [visual notes] CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.
Available at http://blogs.leeward.hawaii.edu/prls/oer/

Promote Open pedagogy

Integration of OER in curriculum at all levels of education

Completion of Primary Education

Enhance the Digital literacy of teachers / incentives

Adoption of OER models, practices, assessments

Revisions of OER

Mobile Devices to increase access to OER
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http://blogs.leeward.hawaii.edu/prls/oer/


“I discovered over six years ago that I could make my courses more 
accessible to students if I used OER materials and removed the onus of 
purchasing an expensive textbook. ... As an OER early adopter, I got the 
chance to review College Physics while it was still in production. It was 
the best physics textbook I’d seen, and better than some $300 books, 
in my opinion. Since adopting College Physics, my class enrollments 
have increased and my students’ scores on the national physics 
benchmark exam have improved by 30 percent.”

- Erik Christensen, Professor of Physics at South Florida State 

College and OpenStax College’s first user
http://www.oer.arizona.edu/content/impact-oer

17

Thank You!

http://www.oer.arizona.edu/content/impact-oer

